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"For this engagement, Moody  has convened an alert rhythm section. Pianist Michael Kocour, a former 
Chicagoan, still commands an exquisitely  crystalline touch; bassist Larry  Gray  knows how to make his 
instrument sing; and drummer Jesse Nolan brings welcome vigor and variety to his drum work."

-Howard Reich, Chicago Tribune, August 18, 2006

"Last Saturday’s much anticipated Tenor Madness at the Jazz Kitchen was a big success. In front of a 
capacity  crowd, tenor saxophonists Rob Dixon, Frank Glover, “Pookie” Johnson and Mark Radaway, 
backed up with a rhythm section of Steve Jones piano, Joel Kelsey  bass and Jesse Nolan drums, kept 
things cooking. There were varied match-ups and pairings throughout the evening. All four tenors 
opened and soloed on Tenor Madness but things quickly  heated up when Dixon and Glover got into 
some intense, four bar exchanges. All four tenor men had plenty  of room to stretch and develop ideas. 
The rhythm section of Jones, Kelsey  and Nolan were a mountain of support, flowing, pushing and 
swinging to draw  the best from all of the players. The evening’s winner was the crowd and the Jazz 
Kitchen."

-Chuck Workman, Nuvo, January 19, 2005

"...an evening that overflowed with deeply  musical work. That the set included the characteristically 
adroit playing of bassist Larry  Gray  and the consistently  imaginative accompaniments of the young 
drummer Jesse Nolan - a real find - only heightened the appeal of the show."

-Howard Reich, Chicago Tribune, August 19, 2005

"Jesse Nolan decided to make a large multi-setup arrangement of (Clapping Music), which he would 
perform on his senior recital at Indiana University. Jesse came up with many  voicing and melodic 
possibilities as well as expanding upon the changing pulse idea. In his version he plays the original parts 
in every  possible limb combination at some point during the 12-minute performance. While I 
concentrated on the conceptual possibilities and Gould on the physical possibilities, Jesse made his 
version into a solo “tour de force...”

-Glenn Kotche (Wilco), Percussive Notes 26, October 2005

"Last Saturday, lyricist/singer Lorraine Feather made her Indy  debut at the Jazz Kitchen. The 
daughter of the legendary  Leonard Feather was a witty  knockout. Equally  impressive was her pianist/ 
composer Shelly  Berg, with his highly  energetic style that is as equally  comfortable doing breakneck 
straight-ahead tempos in the trio’s opening set, as playing terrific stride piano style behind Feather’s 
’30s hip style vocalese. From her opening outrageous lyrics based on a Fats Waller tune, she labeled 
“You’re Outta Here” to the romantic poignancy  of her words on Duke Ellington’s “Creole Love Call,” 
which she renamed “Love Call.” Feather took us back in time to the future with her clever and 
sophisticated lyrics and style. Frank Smith’s bass and Jesse Nolan’s drums supplied strong 
sympathetic support."

-Chuck Workman, Nuvo, October 26, 2005

"Cashdollar's group, The Madcap Four, played originals and pieces like John Coltrane's “Ole” with all-out 
raw  energy, the saxophonist evolving licks into the extreme upper registers and trumpeter Ben 
Syversen using longer deliberative notes in related-but- different-each-time phrases. The backing from 
drummer Jesse Nolan and Jesse Wittman on bass not only  drove the intensity  further forward, but the 
visual cues the band exchanged made it was clear they were locked into the moment."

-Mark Sabbatini, AllAboutJazz.com, July 17, 2005
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Courtesy photo Blue Man Group performing its touring
show.

And the Blue Man’s beat goes on with SLC shows
Stage • Speechless characters bring their wonder, and tribal beats, back to Utah.

BY ELLEN FAGG WEIST

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

PUBLISHED: MARCH 28, 2014 12:52PM

UPDATED: MARCH 28, 2014 12:58PM

Jesse Nolan got his first drum set when he was 2, thanks to a music- and theater-loving aunt.
At 12, the young drummer saw his first Blue Man Group show in New York City. “My mind
was boggled,” Nolan recalls. “I thought the Blue Men characters were cool, but I thought:
‘Wow. A whole show of drummers.’”

Nolan went on to earn degrees in music education and jazz at Indiana University, and to split
time between performing in touring Broadway shows and teaching music in public schools.
“My love affair with the Blue Man Group started 20 years ago, and I feel really lucky to be
traveling with the show,” says Nolan, 32, the musical director and percussionist for the
group’s touring show, which returns to Kingsbury Hall on the University of Utah campus
April 1-6.

While in town, Nolan will lead a workshop for music students at the Salt Lake Arts Academy.
“We are ready to groove Blue Man style,” says Judson S. Armstrong, the school’s music
director.

The Blue Man Group, featuring three speechless humanoid bald characters in blue grease paint, began as a small performance art
piece in New York City in 1987. Over the years, the show exploded into a multi-media theatrical spectacle, yet still features the trio of
speechless characters who drum on unusual instruments made out of PVC pipes.

The show’s themes play upon technology and information overload, while the Blue Man characters are naive outsiders who connect
with audiences through their innocence and curiosity. “The Blue Man wants to look at you,” Nolan says. “One of the ideas of the Blue
Man character is he’s always exploring, he’s learning, he’s hungry to test things, to experience the world.”

Blue Man has translated performance art into a pop-culture phenomenon: Between six city-based and touring shows, some 60,000
people could attend a Blue Man Group show on any given day.

The show features unique instruments, such as a Drumbone, a sliding PVC pipe that opens and closes to change pitch. The Blue
Man’s on-stage band features two percussionists and two string players, who play the Chapman stick, a form of electric guitar, and
the electronic zither.

Even the way the score draws upon the drums is different. Instead of rock’s timekeeping back beat, Blue Man songs focus on the tom-
toms, with the pulsating, churning grooves of a more tribal sound. In many numbers, the drum rhythms of the Blue Man characters
and the band become the melody, instead of the rhythm.

That means the musicians are required to play the show drawing upon the improvisational skills of jazz. “Our job as musicians is to
play what we see,” Nolan says. “We have to be very on the ball, watching all the time.”

Brian Tavener, 31, a native of North Carolina, has been playing one of the Blue Man characters for 6 1/2 years, in the Boston show
and on the national tour.

“Affectionately and eloquently, we call them “Left,” “Center” and “Right” amongst ourselves,” he said of the alternating roles. “The
goal is to be three as one. If we do our job right, if the three of us are on, we are moving as a pack, and it’s almost animalistic. This is
definitely a brotherly love job.”

With their performances, the actors hope to share that feeling of brotherly love. The show is centered on the idea that Blue Man
characters enter the human realm and play around with technology. Along the way, they remind the audience that technology is
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secondary to your connections to the people sitting beside you.

For the actors, one of the challenges is learning how to tell a story using both physical movement and stillness, while energetically
playing a specific style of accented 16-note drumming. When the characters interact with audiences, they learn to “throw the ball” to
another performer, to spread the energy in the theater, with something as simple as a quick eye movement.

“It’s impossible for a child not to like the show,” Tavener says, “but seeing the 60-year-old-grandmother having a blast is my favorite
part.”

ellenf@sltrib.com

facebook.com/ellen.weist

—

The Blue Man Group plays Kingsbury Hall

The show, featuring the three bald, blue characters who drum PVC pipes to spectacular lighting effects, performs an eight-show run
in Salt Lake City.

When • April 1-April 6; Tuesday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 2 and 8 p.m.; and Sunday, 1 and 6:30 p.m.

Where • Kingsbury Hall, 1395 E. Presidents Circle, University of Utah campus, Salt Lake City

Tickets • $32.50-$64.50, weekdays; $54.50-$69.50 weekends; at 801-581-7100 or kingsburyhall.utah.edu.

© Copyright 2014 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Out of the Blue: Blue Man Group surprises
Memorial senior's mom by volunteering for
workshop at school

By Emily Miels Leader-Telegram staff | Updated 3 days ago

Eau Claire Memorial High School senior Sarah Leppert was excited when her mother bought

her tickets to see the Blue Man Group in Minnesota as a graduation present.
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She was over the moon when she found out she’d get to go backstage and have the group’s

band come and do a special performance at Memorial for her and her classmates.

“I was shocked,” Sarah said. “I didn’t really know what was happening. We really weren’t

expecting anything.”

When Sarah’s mom, Sharon Leppert, contacted the Blue Man Group on a whim to do

something special for her daughter’s upcoming graduation, she expected a note saying

congratulations or an autograph at the most.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I expect even an offer of a backstage pass or tour, let alone

the event at the school,” Sharon said.

Sarah, who’s a big fan of the Blue Man Group, has a passion for percussion. She’s been

drumming since sixth grade and plans to pursue music education at UW-Eau Claire in fall.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun, especially with me being a drummer,” Sarah said. “It’s like, this is

an awesome experience. At Memorial, for our indoor marching band concerts, we’ll try and

mimic what the group does.”

The Blue Man Group band plans to stop by Memorial from 10:30 a.m. to noon Friday. Band

director Eric Dasher said he was just as shocked as Sarah and her mom.

“Honestly, at first I thought it wasn’t going to happen,” Dasher said. “I’ve never heard of

something like this before. We’ve had a lot of great people come through Memorial, but never

for free.”

The 90-minute event will include the group’s resident music director, Jesse Nolan, and the rest

of the Blue Man Group band and dive into the music and drumming of the show and explore

the connections among music, art, science, comedy, technology and culture that define the

group.

“These workshops function as an extension of our show, allowing us to go out into the

community and interact directly with our fans, much in the same way we interact with our

audiences during each performance,” Nolan said via email.

The band does these types of stops for students all over the country, Nolan said.

“Because of my passion for music education — I was a public school music teacher for 10

years — I feel strongly that providing these types of hands-on learning experiences to students

all over the country is an essential part of what we do as artists,” he said.

Dasher said he hopes to get as many students as possible to experience the event.

“We’re actually working with all of the music kids, trying to get them out of class,” Dasher said.

“We should have 300 or 400 kids there. We’re even trying to get kids from North (High

School).”

Sarah said the fact that she’ll get to experience this with her friends and fellow music students

is just icing on the cake.

Miels can be reached at 715-833-9214, 800-236-7077 or emily.miels@ecpc.com.

mailto:emily.miels@ecpc.com
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Blue Man Group

Covered in blue body paint and using no spoken words, the Blue Man Group, founded in 1987, provides a

unique theater experience for audiences throughout the world combining improvisation, clowning, props, lights

and a variety of dance and rock music.

The critically acclaimed show has been called “visually stunning,” “wildly inventive” and “hysterically funny,”

according to the group’s website.
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More than the Blue: Blue Man Group
Theatre Workshop at Arts Umbrella
Submitted by Derek on Thu, 03/27/2014 - 16:41
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Mike Brown and Jesse Nolan from Blue Man Group with Arts Umbrella's Pre-Professional
Theatre Students

 

We've had an exciting day at Arts Umbrella!

 

On top of the normal hustle and bustle of Granville Island, Studio 303 was full of eager Pre-
Professional Theatre Troupe students ready for a morning workshop with Mike Brown and
Jesse Nolan from Blue Man Group [3]!

 

Mike (a Blue Man) and Jesse's (the touring company's Musical Director) kept the young
performers engaged throughout the morning with different exercises and student participation. 
Their 90-minute workshop covered every aspect of a Blue Man Group performance, the Blue
Man character development and some of their own personal stories.

 

The Pre-Professional performers learned all about the Blue Man Group show from beginning
to end, including the 12 hour set up for each theatre and how the entire cast works together to
continually better the performance.  Naturally, the workshop also covered the process of
making a Blue Man... well, blue.  Let us tell you, it is quite the process for the performers to go
through each night!

 

Students also gained some firsthand experience in the importance of body language and eye
contact in non-verbal communication.  Students took part in an exercise where they learned
how powerfully eye contact can convey emotion on stage.  Mike and Jesse discussed how the
students, as performers, can also use body language and music to take the audience through
the story.
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"This is a great opportunity for our Pre-Professional Theatre students to work with professional
artists and to see what it's like in the professional world," said Paul Moniz de Sá, Artistic
Director for the Theatre and Music program at Arts Umbrella. "This is important for the young
artists as these are skills they can use in their own productions".

 

We are so grateful that Mike and Jesse from Blue Man Group took the time from their busy
touring schedules to host this workshop for our students!  It was a great opportunity to learn
from performers in an internationally-recognized performance company, and hear their
experiences.

 

What did the students take away from this amazing experience? A lot! "I liked learning how
the Blue Men communicate with the audience," said one.  "It was cool seeing how they
actually became blue," added another.

Thank you again to Mike, Jesse and the Blue Man Group for this amazing experience!

 

Blue Man Group is in Vancouver until Sunday, March 30.  If you want to see their
performance, please visit: http://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/blue-man-group-baa-ss/ [4]

 

If you're interested in more information on the Pre-Professional Theatre Troupes, please visit:
http://www.artsumbrella.com/programs/theatre/pre-professional [5]

 

Source URL: http://www.artsumbrella.com/news/more-blue-blue-man-group-theatre-workshop-arts-umbrella
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NETworks Presentations, LLC and Blue Man Productions
An Interview with Jesse Nolan of the Blue Man
Group
Interviewer John Jane

 

Jesse Nolan is the musical director with The Blue Man Group currently on a North
American tour and due in Vancouver March 25 for eight performances at the
Queen Elizabeth Theatre. I spoke to Jesse by telephone at his hotel in
Sacramento, California where the ‘group’ have been selling out shows at the
Sacramento Community Center Theater.

Jesse is excited about bringing the BMG production to Vancouver and believes
audiences here should be excited too. “I’m one of four musicians joining the blue
men on stage. The show is entirely non-verbal, so we (the musicians) underscore
the action” He enthused. “I call it painting with sound” he continued. “The four
musicians are visible on stage wearing ultra-violet costumes.”

I asked the percussionist what audiences should expect if seeing the show for the
first time. “It’s always an eclectic performance. It has elements of mime, comedy,
music and theatre. There’s a clear-cut narrative arc to the show that involves
interaction with technology and an explorative concept in high art – a way of
looking at things differently.”

When the busy performer gets a brief break from touring next week, he plans to
head back to Palatine, Illinois where he shares a home with Amy, his wife of five
years. “Even though it’s still winter in Chicago, going back home will be like a
vacation. Amy has been a professional performer, so she understands about being on the road.”

When the tour ends in San Juan, Puerto Rico in June, the multifaceted musician doesn’t expect to have much free time. He
will head back home to Palatine, Illinois to continue his work as the Director of Education for MashPlantTM (a digital
education system that provides a platform for multimedia sharing in the classroom that combines social media with project
creation). Jesse regards the founding of MashPlantTM as one of his prime accomplishments. It’s a project he shares with
his wife who teaches voice and collaborates on integrating the studio into the curriculum.

Jesse is a consummate musician. I asked if he plays other instruments, “I’ve been playing drums since I was two-years-
old. I’ve since picked up the guitar, bass and violin, but I’m far less accomplished” he acknowledged.

Outside of his work with BMG, Jesse has played jazz gigs at Chicago’s Jazz Showcase, Jazz at Lincoln Center (festival)
and Sadler’s Wells in London. I asked him if there was a venue he would get a special charge out of playing, “Oh yes,
Carnegie Hall.”

© 2013 John Jane
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Members of the Pulse of Peoria Drumline receive instruction from Blue Man Group

PHOTO/ FRED ZWICKY/JOURNAL STAR

Blue Man Group music director Jesse
Nolan works with the Pulse of Peoria
Drumline during a drum workshop
Wednesday at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church.

PEORIA — The men of Blue Man Group were not blue Wednesday afternoon while meeting the members of the Pulse
of Peoria Drumline.

Dressed in plainclothes, Brian Tavener took a look at the a group of middle school and high school students who use
the drum line to express values of hard work and community service. Tavener, who will be performing Wednesday and
Thursday nights in Peoria as one of the Blue Man Group, was amazed when he first heard the drum line perform.

“It’s actually probably the best performance I’ve seen and a great welcome for us,” Tavener said. “It pumps me up so
much.”

Tavener, along with Blue Man Group musical director Jesse Nolan and percussion specialist Anthony Riscica, worked
with the group for two hours Wednesday afternoon at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Known for its spectacular
percussion displays at shows, the Blue Man Group members broke down some of the drum line’s separate parts to
demonstrate how it could perform as a more cohesive whole. At one point, Nolan had each drum line member say the
beat they were playing instead of performing it on their instruments, to the laughs of the group.

Isaiah Smith, a 14-year-old drummer, said he was ecstatic to meet the Blue Man Group after watching videos of the group’s unique concerts.

“When they pull out the tubes, it makes different noises and that’s really awesome,” Smith said. “Ever since I joined the drum line, I’ve been filled with new
things I’ve never seen before. This is another one to add to the list.”

Thomas Bruch can be reached at 686-3188 or tbruch@pjstar.com. Follow him on Twitter @ThomasBruch.
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The famous Blue Man Group visits Sac State to speak
with students
Posted: Friday, March 14, 2014 8:39 pm
Without the iconic blue face makeup, members of the Blue Man Group spoke to Sacramento State students 
about their experiences of stage performance Friday afternoon.
 
Blue Man Group members Mike Brown, Ben Forster, Brian Tavener and Jesse Nolan explained the 
auditioning process, the performance and creativity aspect behind the nationally known group.
 
“When you see the performance the audience is attracted to the character,” Nolan said. “The concept of the 
material of the show is centered around the character of each Blue Man [and] how that character learns and 
interacts with the world within the performance.”
 
According to Brown, the Blue Man Group began to gain attention in 1991, beginning in New York and 
expanding studios in Boston, Orlando and Las Vegas.
 
Nolan, who is the drumming director for Blue Man Group, said the shows consist of many aspects of art 
such as music, acting and dancing.
 
“It has allowed me to combine everything in my life that I am passionate about,” Nolan said. “It’s put into one 
thing and it takes over as we’re on stage.”
 
There are 60 members in the Blue Man Group who are taught a variety of skits by a creative team in New 
York City. The members are then divided into groups to rehearse and perform across the nation and globe.
 
Humanities major Ignacio Lopez said he was intrigued by the lecture.
 
“It was insightful to learn how they approach each of their Blue Man characters [and] understanding how 
their character takes over while performing on stage.” Lopez said.
 
Forster said there is always new content to keep the performances fresh.
 
“We are own ambassadors, as we have a say how it goes even if a moment is a particular scripted part,” 
Forster said.
 
Theater major Dechelle Conway found many of the groups’ words to be helpful for her future endeavors.
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“As a theatre major, we stress the importance of auditions,” Conway said. “Seeing their mindset and saying, 

‘Just go for it, just be yourself,’ was helpful to gain some insight in what to expect when it comes to 

auditioning.”
 
Brown pointed out times in their performances when it was all about creativity.

“When those moments do happen, there is this creation of emotion,” Brown said. “It’s almost what words 

cannot describe but it is love, interest and curiosity. It is purely the magic that we create and that we all 

experience during the show.”



East Scarlets Turn “Blue” for Master 

Class in Music 

Sunday, February 23rd, 2014, dmschools.org 

!  
Musicians from Blue Man Group presented a special class for band, orchestra, vocal 

and drama students at East High School. !
Blue Man Group is conspicuous by design but you’d figure particularly so in a Scarlet 
crowd, right? 

Actually, no – Friday afternoon a pair of music educators who also happen to be 
percussionists in the acclaimed show’s band brought the Blues to an eager roomful of 
students at East High School for a workshop that was red hot. 

Jesse Nolan is BMG’s Music Director and he brought along a teammate, Anthony 
Riscica, to demonstrate that those who teach also do, and how! 

“Life on tour gets boring,” said Nolan. “Working with students is the sort of stuff that 
Anthony and I love to do. We look for these opportunities in the cities we visit.” 

So when the show stopped in Des Moines for eight performances this week Des Moines 
Performing Arts Education Manager Karoline Myers contacted the fine arts staff at East 
to see if there was interest in a peek behind the scenes of a mesmerizing production 
Nolan and Riscica described as “painting with sound.” 

Was there ever! East Band Director Joe Thering, Orchestra Director Jennifer Luft, 
Vocal Music Director Traci Squires and Drama Director Jamaal Allan packed the band 
room with their protégés for a full block of role-playing, Q&A, and videos of actual 
BMG performances that served as prompts for live exercises. 



“What happens when something goes wrong in the middle of a show?” one student 
wondered. “Do you guys just roll with it or what?” 

“We have contingency rehearsals,” Nolan answered. “We practice ways to fill in the 
blanks if something unplanned happens so the audience, hopefully, won’t know the 
difference.” 

Sort of like a football team works on a two-minute drill just in case it finds itself 
behind because things haven’t exactly gone according to game plan. 

Riscica explained that during a show the band doesn’t have a conductor to watch. 
With BMG the (mute) Blues are the conductors. “We have to watch their every move 
because our music gives voice to their body language.” 

So why is it Blue MAN Group, not Blue Men? Because the three together represent a 
composite being. By playing off of one another they express the range of emotions 
and sensations that constitute being alive. One show clip called “Drumbone” featured 
the use of PVC pipe like a slide trombone played with drumsticks. It was reminiscent 
of inner-city drum lines that use five-gallon pickle buckets to earn donations from 
passersby on the street or toddlers making drum sets from kettles and spoons – 
elevated to a polished art form. 

The workshop ended when the last bell sounded. Students left for the weekend. Nolan 
and Riscica headed for the Civic Center, upbeat. Five more shows, then back on the 
road. Blue is what they do, but not how they feel.



JAZZ REVIEW 

Bebop concedes nothing to age in 
Moody's ageless hands 
 
By Howard Reich 
Tribune arts critic 
Published August 18, 2006 

There aren't many bebop-era originals still working, but among them, James Moody 
stands out. 
 
As tenor saxophonist, flutist and comic vocalist, he makes few concessions to the passing 
years. If anything, he sounds bigger, brawnier and -- when so inclined -- funnier than 
ever. 
 
Granted, the bebop idiom that he summed up so succinctly Tuesday night at the Jazz 
Showcase no longer packs the revolutionary spirit it conveyed in the 1940s, when Moody 
and his brethren were inventing it. The world of jazz long ago embraced bebop as its 
predominant language -- the frame of reference against which all other styles are 
measured. 
 
Yet Moody plays this music so fluently, and with such joy, that it sounds almost fresh. 
 
Certainly Moody came to Chicago eager to play, testing himself from the outset. Though 
it would have been easy enough for him to throw off routine ideas in the opening tune, 
the standard "There Is No Greater Love," he crafted ingenious, intricately articulated 
phrases from the start. To hear his skittering lines bathed in a broad, bluesy tone was to 
be reminded of how much heart the old beboppers brought to this music (a point often 
forgotten by a younger generation of facile but sometimes mechanical players). 
 
Underscoring the seriousness of his approach, Moody next took on one of the great 
anthems of his youth, Thelonious Monk's "'Round Midnight." Here, too, Moody avoided 
cliches and glib turns of phrase, embellishing his lines with unexpected counter-themes 
and fleeting, rhetorical asides. 
 
Every Moody performance comes with some comic relief, and this time it arrived in the 
form of a novelty tune, "Benny's From Heaven" (a loopy spoof of "Pennies from 
Heaven"). This listener -- and probably almost everyone else in the club -- has heard 
Moody's manic rendition of the piece repeatedly during the last decades. Yet the 
wickedly satirical lyrics, plus Moody's comic delivery of them -- complete with 
shattering falsetto notes and rubber-faced grimaces -- inevitably inspired considerable 
laughter. 
 



The other high point of the show came when Moody picked up his flute to play one of the 
dustiest bebop war horses of them all, "Cherokee." The sensuousness of his playing in a 
balladlike introduction was an unexpected pleasure in a tune that usually is taken at quite 
a clip. 
 
For this engagement, Moody has convened an alert rhythm section. Pianist Michael 
Kocour, a former Chicagoan, still commands an exquisitely crystalline touch; bassist 
Larry Gray knows how to make his instrument sing; and drummer Jesse Nolan brings 
welcome vigor and variety to his drum work. 
 
Long live bebop. 
 
---------- 
 
hreich@tribune.com 
 
The James Moody Quartet plays through Sunday at the Jazz Showcase; 59 W. Grand 
Ave.; $20-$25; 312-670-2473.  
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